
On October 13th, at the Detroit Metro Chapter Meeting of the MISSAR, Gene 
Tomlinson made this presentation on the 122 SAR Congress and how he was involved 
in the Congress as part of the NMSSAR support as a co sponsoring Society. 
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From the SAR Mag. Quarterly, we see the Arizona Biltmore Hotel.  A 5 star resort 
north west of the airport.  The Biltmore was a Frank Lloyd Wright design and opened 
in 1928 just before the stock market crash.  
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The hotel provide more than ample space for the 400 plus members and guests of 
the SAR and we used the rooms in blue, tan and brown exclusively for our meetings 
and activities. My responsibility for the Congress was to chair the Registration and 
Credentials Committee. 
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The Registration and Credentials were provided for in the Rim Rock Room (brown) 
and stuffing of the registrants packets occurred just outside that room on 5 long 
tables on July 5th and 6th.  After the preparation was complete all R & C activities were 
in the Rim Rock. 
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Phoenix is very warm in July reaching temperature of over 110 degrees F. during the 
day.  The air-conditioned hotel made the warm summer very pleasant and the dry 
heat acceptable.  The mountain in the left background is Camelback and very 
prominent around Phoenix. 
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Planning sessions were held over the last three years in Arizona, some at the Biltmore 
and were attended by both Arizona and New Mexico Society leaders.  Specific tasks 
were assigned and detailed activities and chairmen were placed in key rolls.  Much of 
the SAR Congress is a repeat each year, but the venue requires detailed adjustments 
and preparation. 
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New Mexico’s support began with both Jim Thornton and I supporting the activity 
with the Arizona Society leadership and later adding other compatriots as they 
showed interest in attending and working the Congress.  Arizona with 450 plus 
members took the lead with the support of New Mexico and its 100 plus members. 
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As the Congress was being planned and detailed as to room assignments, schedule 
and meeting requirements, I was able with the help of Jan Huber and Bill Aruand to 
acquire over 40 compatriots and their family members to staff the Registration and 
Credentials Committee.  We needed a large group on July 5th to stuff the packets and 
prepare for the Registration of the 400 plus attendees.   Prior attendance at Cleveland 
helped me to prepare for the R & C activities and insure a smooth registration 
process for all in attendance. 
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Since the theme of this Congress was the support by the Spanish in the American 
Revolution, we had asked Dr. Chavez to keynote the Congress.  This was over ruled by 
the PG and others who wanted Sen. McCain.  He was not to be available and the 
invitation was not properly handled by the SAR top management.  Such problems 
should be handled more efficiently.  Also facility problems such as tables in place, etc. 
should be handled on time by the Congress facilities leadership – particularly when 
they were requested early and often. 
National Office has for several years not responded to the request of the R and C 
Committee to have materials on hand for stuffing on the date required.  This again 
was the case and required re-stuffing of National materials on July 6th. 
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This photo shows the 40 plus compatriots and family members stuffing the packets 
for the attendees.  It took just over 2 hours to accomplish the task with the 
production line set up and the effective efforts of all involved.  Hats are off to our 
volunteers on July 5th. 
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Once the packets were filled and refilled the staffing of the Registration (left end of 
the table) and Credentials (farther right end of the tables) was set to meet the 
attendees.  All support staff bought the cream colored golf shirts and were obvious to 
the attendees if they had questions or needed help. 
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On Monday morning the last of the 400 plus attendees registered and were ready for 
the opening session of the Congress.  We had completed our R & C task on time and 
with only a few problems that required special action. The attendees were ready to 
proceed with the activities of the Congress. 
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As I warned my crews, by Monday noon they would be talking among themselves and 
this photo shows a great staff doing just that late on Monday, the first full day of the 
Congress. 
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On Friday, July 6th the sponsoring Societies – Arizona and New Mexico - provided a 
seminar on the Tucson and Santa Fe Presidios and how their garrisons were involved 
in our Revolution.  Dr. Rudy Bird and Rick Collins presented the Tucson presentation in 
the morning and George Garcia and I the Santa Fe Presentation in the afternoon.  
George Garcia’s ancestors were a part of the Santa Fe Presidio contingent as well as 
Governors and other high placed New Spain leaders before, during and after our 
Revolution and he had personal stories regarding them that he related to our 
audience. 
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The Color Guard Breakfast ended with all of us posing for this picture.  George Biles 
and I are at the right end of the back row.  George Garcia is in the front row and Jim 
Thornton is in the left center in the second row.  Our Presidio Uniforms are quite 
distinct from that of the eastern Revolutionary uniform such as worn by our State 
President George Biles. 
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This article from the SAR Mag speaks for itself and discusses the fine Memorial 
Service for those compatriots who left us over the year.  We had a very high 
attendance in the room for this one hour service.  The Color Guard presented and 
posted the Colors and posted all the state and other flags seen along the window wall 
on the left.  We then sat out of the sight of this picture on the right side beyond the 
pillar supports.  This was a very moving service. 
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The concourse was used as the assembly area for the Color Guard before the opening 
session on Monday morning and Tuesday and Wednesday Banquets.  Here we see 
some of the Guard, including Jim Hesse and Teddy Adams of New Mexico on the left 
gathering with many others. 
 

17 



The Color Guard has been issued their flags and are beginning to get ready to parade 
and to post the Colors for the evening. 
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Nearly ready now the two lines are looking to the Color Guard Commander for 
instruction. 
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Teddy Adams, George Garcia, Perkins Patton, and Gene Tomlinson stand in order 
awaiting the word to proceed to the banquet hall and post colors. 
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Instructions are now being given as to the precise angle that all state and other flags 
will be presented during the march into the Banquet Hall. 
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National Color Guard Commander, J Michael Tomme and his Color Guard review the 
rest of the Color Guardsmen and give last minute instruction to the full Color Guard 
Complement. 
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Color Guard members having posted the Colors now find their seats in the Banquet 
hall.  Half of the Flags posted can be seen along the wall .  The lady in the center is 
the official photographer for the Congress and did a splendid job of documenting the 
Congress. 
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The other side of the Banquet hall shows the other half of the flags and also two of 
the Color Guardsmen at table.   The Hotel Banquet staff served over 400 of us a fine 
dinner and were most efficient and curious to all. 
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Color Guard Commander Tomme and his wife proceed down the center isle with 
George Washington’s ring on the pillow.  This ceremony follows the swearing in of the 
new President General on the last Banquet of the Congress and is the high point of 
the  
Proceedings that changes  the national officers for the next year.   
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The NMSSAR Color Guard that attended the Congress from left to right is Garcia, 
Adams, Tomlinson, Biles, and Thornton.  The picture was taken on the grounds within 
the Arizona Biltmore. 
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If you step back from the last slide and take a wider view of the grounds you see the 
fountain and to the left behind the trees, Camelback Mountain.  Yes that is blue sky 
and no clouds and no rain.    
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Our rooms were in buildings like the one behind the sculpture.  Many had balconies 
and all were in reasonable walking distance from the main building and the 
Conference center.  
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Some of the attendees stayed in two and four unit  buildings that were a part of the 
total accommodations at the Biltmore. 
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With Camelback in the background and the fountain working you can sit outside 
under an awning with mist being used over the awning to add some humidity.  A 
beverage and lunch or other snacks were available at these tables and with this view.   
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Walking around the grounds you can see other fountains, great landscape and 
flowers.  All are attended to each day with great care and it showed. 
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A picture from my room shows three of the four pools and a pool side lunch area.  
This was available to all and was quite well used.  It is not hard to get a tan if you 
want at the Arizona Biltmore. 
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In addition to several fine 18 hole golf courses next to the hotel and a part of the 
resort is this put-put course within the grounds and between some of the buildings.  
Yes that is another fountain in the background.   
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So the SAR 122 Congress, honoring our Spanish compatriots was held at a great 5 Star 
Property that provided more that adequate space and accommodations for the 
attendees.  In addition they could venture out to many Phoenix venues such as the 
Heard Museum of Indian culture and artifacts.  This was a must for anyone interested 
in our native people and how they lived across the US and Canada and how they live 
and work today.  Our native Americans make up the largest number of members 
serving in our military by population  percentage wise to any other group in the 
United States.  The Heard tells their story and that of their ancestors.  It was my 
pleasure to serve on the Congress committee and to serve the 400 plus attendees at 
the Congress. 
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